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and the Seine) would be a difficult and risky under-
taking. There would probably be initial successes, but
it would be scarcely possible in the circumstances to
continue the offensive until the enemy was decisively
defeated or partially annihilated. Another group of
four or five divisions was needed by the Armies on the
German right wing, in order effectively to guard the
right flank against Paris and protect the long com-
munications of the First ^ d Second Armies, if the
advance was to be continued into the centre of France.
The Supreme Command, however, seemed to be firmly
convinced that the garrison of Paris need not be taken
into account for any operations outside the line of forts
of the capital.* It is true that all the reports up to
date seemed to confirm this point of view, but the
situation of the flank armies might and would be most
dangerous as soon as the French Higher Command was
in a p isition to move a mass of troops from a part of the
front where they could be spared through Paris, and
thence begin a big offensive, making use of the great
facilities for deployment from behind its extensive line
of forts. The Supreme Command, however, had no
anxieties with regard to the risks here suggested^ancl'"
evidently placed complete confidence in the accuracy of
its intelligence service on that point. At First Army
Headquarters this view of the general situation also
found many adherents. All the more urgently, there-
fore, did the First Army Commander renew Ms request
for the long-delayed transfer to the front of the Brigade
* The Supreme Command orders of tlie 2nd/3rd September quoted
above ordered the First Army " to follow in echelon behind the
Second Army and to be responsible for the flank protection of the
Annies." These provided against attack from Paris direction.
Yon Kluek did not carry out these orders. His explanation far
his disobedience follows below*

